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UT Law Students Spend Summer 
Helping Others While Learning 

 

KNOXVILLE – Five University of Tennessee College of Law students are spending this 
summer honing their legal skills while helping Knoxville-area residents.  They are interning as 
summer law clerks at Legal Aid of East Tennessee, and are serving people who without LAET 
couldn’t afford legal assistance.  The program is part of a long-running partnership between 
Legal Aid and the UT College of Law. 

Student law clerks work under the supervision of Legal Aid staff, and also provide support for 
volunteer attorneys participating in LAET’s Pro Bono Project.  When asked why she applied for 
an internship, third-year law student Brooke Boyd replied, “My ultimate goal for the summer is 
to learn more about family law issues in the public interest setting.  My placement with the 
LAET office at the Knoxville Family Justice Center is a perfect fit.” 

Stephanie Sparr of Knoxville is in her first-year, and is still open to options.  “I am currently on 
the advocacy track at UT, but I am also interested in wills and estate planning.  I knew working 
here would help me decide in what area of law I would like to practice.” 

“Equal representation in the law is very important to our justice system,” said Knoxvillian Celsy 
Rimmer.  “I love that Legal Aid helps bring representation to clients in need.”  Patrick Ren of 
Thompson Station (TN) added, “The major bonus is that at the end of each day I know I will 
have actually helped people.”  John Jolley of Crossville applied for similar reason.  “LAET is 
perfect place for me to develop and hone my legal skills while making a positive contribution to 
the community,” said Jolley. 

(more)



 

Jason Collver is a rising second year law student from Knoxville.  Echoing the comments of his 
peers, he said “I wanted to give back to the community that has given me so much, and I thought 
this would be the perfect opportunity to do so.” 

The Summer Law Clerk Program allows LAET to extend its reach well beyond ever-tightening 
resources.  “Law clerks enable us to expand our capacity to serve those most in need,” explained 
Deb House, Legal Aid’s Associate Director.  “Our attorneys count on the clerks, not only to 
support their work, but also to work directly with our clients in a number of areas.” 

Jake Stein of Franklin is returning for his second semester as a law clerk.  “I was very impressed 
with how well the attorneys and staff at Legal Aid functioned with so few resources.  Everyone 
is here because they want to be here, and they have the desire to help the most vulnerable 
members of society.” 

And even though the clerks have more law school ahead, at least two are already making an 
impact in legal leadership roles.  Boyd will be the UT Pro Bono Director this fall, and Jolley is 
the incoming Student Bar Association president. 

Said House, “Law clerks at LAET have gone on to be outstanding practicing attorneys and 
leaders in the legal community.  We are very grateful to have the opportunity to mentor these 
outstanding law students as they contemplate their future in the legal profession.” 

Reflecting on his time at LAET, Stein added, “I got what I expected and I love it!” 

For more information on this program, contact LAET’s Knoxville office at (865) 637-0454. 

  

Legal Aid of East Tennessee’s mission is to ensure justice for elderly, abused, and low-income people by providing a 
broad scope of civil legal assistance and advocacy.  LAET serves eligible persons in 26 counties through offices in 
Chattanooga, Knoxville, Johnson City, Maryville, and Morristown. 
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